
Ezekiel 33:7-9 (ESV) 
7 “So you, son of man, I have made a 
watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 
them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, 
O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do 
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his 
way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if 
you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and 
he does not turn from his way, that person shall 
die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered 
your soul. 
 

Romans 13:1-10 (ESV) 
13 Let every person be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have 
been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever 
resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of 
the one who is in authority? Then do what is 
good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he 
is God's servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but 
also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because 
of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities 
are ministers of God, attending to this very 
thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes 
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom 
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.8 Owe no 
one anything, except to love each other, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
9 For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this 
word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

Matthew 18:1-20 (ESV) 
18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put 

him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say 
to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 “Woe to the 
world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary 
that temptations come, but woe to the one by 
whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand 
or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame than with two hands or two 
feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if 
your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into the hell of fire. 10 “See that you do not 
despise one of these little ones. For I tell you 
that in heaven their angels always see the face 
of my Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you 
think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one 
of them has gone astray, does he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search 
of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, 
truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than 
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in 
heaven that one of these little ones should 
perish.15 “If your brother sins against you, go 
and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained 
your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take 
one or two others along with you, that every 
charge may be established by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses 
to listen even to the church, let him be to you 
as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say 
to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say 
to you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
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In the Name of Jesus    

Theme of the Day ~ Living as Humble Little Children of the Father.  True greatness is 
not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of a little child. The greatness of childlike 
faith receives all good things as gracious gifts from our Father in heaven. Apart from 
such faith, “you will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” but whoever is humbled like a 
little child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:3–4). Though in our 
sin we deserve to be “drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6), we have instead 
been drowned (“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and then raised to the new, humble life 
of a child of God. The Lord sends His watchman to warn us with a word from His mouth, 
in order that we may not die in our iniquity, but be turned from our pride and selfishness 
to live (Ezek. 33:7–9). Thus, we live in humility and faith before God as well as in love 
for our neighbor, which “is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of 
God, we do no harm to our neighbor, but we “pay to all what is owed to them” (Rom. 
13:7) and we “owe no one anything, except to love each other” (Rom. 13:8).  
  
ORDER OF SERVICE Service of Prayer and Preaching    p. 260 

OPENING HYMN “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” 826 

SERMON HYMN “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 711 

SERMON “Do You Want to Make America Great Again?” Romans 13:8-10 

RESPONSE HYMN “Lord Whose Love Through  Humble Service” 848 

CLOSING HYMN “God Bless Our Native Land”  965 

Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elder/ Reader  Frank Yell     
A/V Brad Pinet 
Acolytes   Liam Zastrow and Jacob White 
Ushers      Marc Pinet & Mike Hingston 
Greeters Karen Seeburger & Myrna Pruitt 
Altar Guild Troy and Michelle Beyersdorf 

 
Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 68 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ Received for 
the Lord’s Work $3,343 = Loose Plate $126, Envelopes $3,082 Mission $40, 
Maintenance $95; Cap Prj. $5. Thank you to all who contributed to the collection for 
Texas Flood Relief. A total of $313 was collected.  

http://www.zionhemlock.org/


Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Sep 15- Rachel 
Greskowiak; Sep 16- Hannah Bedtelyon; Sep 19- Lacey Walton; Sep 20- Pat 
Seeburger; Sep 21- Braden Beyersdorf, Jonell Davis, Emily Farrar, Jim Knapik, Bonnie 
Krape, Greg Neuenfeldt. .  

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-10  

Flowers on the altar are placed in thanksgiving of the 40th anniversary of Fred and 
Irene Kruth.  

Library Books ~ Approved by the trustees, we are cleaning out the former day school 
library.  There are shelves of children’s books that never get used, so we will offer them 
to people who may want them. There are some adult resources as well. Congregation 
members may come and take whatever books or other materials they wish today and 
next Sunday following the church service until noon. We will then contact area 
churches and schools in our circuit who may want them.  The remaining books will then 
be taken to a recycling facility. Please bring your own bags/boxes. See Linda Laurenz 
with questions.  

Help Needed ~ We will can sauerkraut at the church tomorrow morning beginning at 
9:00 a.m. If you are available to help it would be appreciated!  We have probably 200-
300 jars to do. Bring your canner if you have one. Lunch will be provided. 

Annual Ladies Outing ~ Join us on Tuesday, September 12 to join us for the annual 
Ladies Outing. We will meet at the church to carpool at 9 am leaving by 9:30 am. Cost 
will be $7 for the attraction, and then lunch.   

Bible Study Group will meet on Wednesdays, at 10:30 am until noon and Amen’s 
group will meet on Thursdays from 6:30-8 pm. Confirmation Classes begin today at 
11:00 am – 1:00 pm. 

Newsletter Correction ~  The September/October newsletter contained some errors. 
Our choir's first performance this season will take place on October 8th as we will be 
welcoming Valley Lutheran's Chamber Choir on September 24th.  We very much look 
forward to hearing their voices raised in song.  Also, the dates for the joint event with 
Immanuel-Wheeler will take place on November 5th with Immanuel joining us here at 
Zion, and on November 12th when our choir will travel to Wheeler.  We apologize for 
any confusion caused. 

LWML Fall Rally will be held Saturday, October 7 beginning at 8:30 am at Faith 
Lutheran Church, 4241 Williamson Rd. Bridgeport. Guest speaker Jen Bagnell from the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation. Ingathering of school kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
Registration $6.  


